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inwards; a side view would, however, show that the
cartilage must be drawn downwards. The central point
for both movements must be the point at which the
vocal chord is attached to the plate of the cricoid car-
tilage, round which the above-mentioned point upon the
anterior surface of the arytenoid cartilage will rotate
till it is brought into that straight line. It never, how-
ever, quite attains this position, for its rotation onwards
is stopped by contact with the opposite cartilage, and
the downward movement impeded by the elastic counter-
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Action of tlie thyro-arytenoid muscle. J, Viewed from above; #, side view. The
arrow indicates the direction in which the muscle pulls. In A, the dotted line represents
the other vocal chord (of the right side). A shows the position which would be given by
the muscle to the arytenoid cartilage if there were no impediment in the way of the
completion of its action; B shows that the muscle must depress the vocal chord.

tension of the vocal chord (in the broader sense), which
by this movement is drawn down into an angle, the apex
of which lies in the vocal process. The action of the
tliyro-arytenoid, muscle is, therefore, to adjust the vocal
chord, strictly speaking, for the production of tone, at
the same time drawing it downwards. It was often said,
formerly, that the ihyro-arytenoid, being a muscle which
runs parallel to the vocal chord from before backwards,
must by its pull upon the arytenoid cartilage contract,